
Thought for the Day: The Baptism of Christ, Mark 1. 4-11 

I always find the Baptism of Christ a really exciting time.  A time to reflect 

on his baptism and on our own. 

It’s worth noting that the gospel according to Mark doesn’t focus on 

Jesus being born or growing up but it comes straight in at the point of his 

baptism, seeing this as the beginning of his ministry. It is the fulfilment of 

the messenger promised by the prophet Isaiah, a promise reiterated by 

John’s own explanation of Jesus’ baptism, that his baptism was with 

water, but Jesus “…will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” (Mark 1:8).  

John’s baptism had two components, repentance and forgiveness. As 

John explains what took place with Jesus, he adds that baptism is not 

only with water, but also with the Holy Spirit. These elements are still 

true of baptism today. The baptismal liturgy marks the end of the old life, 

with us, or those representing us, turning to Christ, repenting of sin and 

renouncing evil; and the beginning of a life lived in God’s grace and 

forgiveness. Then John adds a new factor with the gift of the Holy Spirit, 

which is also part of our baptism service, when we ask God to anoint the 

one being baptised with the Holy Spirit.  

Jesus makes it clear when coming to the end of his earthly ministry that 

baptism leads to a new life; that we shake of the old and welcome the 

new. When the brothers James and John ask to be seated next to Jesus 

in the life to come, Jesus points out that “…the baptism with which I am 

baptized, you will be baptized,” (Mark 10:39). To be baptized in Jesus is 

to follow him. 

After Jesus’ physical life on this earth ended and his followers became 
the early Christian church, they developed what baptism means for us. 
This starts at Pentecost, when God gives the disciples the gift of the 
Spirit to carry on this new life in Christ. After his sermon on Pentecost, 
the listeners ask Peter how they should respond, he answers with the 
same three components of baptism, “Repent and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins will be forgiven; and 

you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38). 

As we continue through the New Testament, our understanding of what 
baptism means for us continues to unfold. It always follows faith — the 

faith of the person being baptized, or the faith of the parents. 

In baptism we die, as Jesus did, but we are also raised to new life, as 
Jesus was. This great promise has sustained Christians through the 



ages. As Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the founder of the Confessing Church and 
a Lutheran pastor and theologian, was led to his death at Flossenbürg 
Camp in the Second World War, he said to one of his prison guards, 
“This is the end. For me the beginning of life.” We die in baptism, but we 

rise up to new life in Christ.  

Baptism is more than an individual act. In baptism we become part of a 
people. Paul emphasises that we are all baptized into one body. The 
focus of today’s gospel message, and the meaning of Jesus’ baptism for 
us is that we are baptised into something. A fundamental change takes 
place in baptism. An adult who is baptised after accepting faith is 
changed, and an infant baptised into a family of faith will be brought up 

in that faith. 

A joyful day for all of us.  
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